INTRODUCTION
T
WO-AND-A-HALF years have passed since the publication
of " Arms and the Covenant," a collection of speeches by
Mr. Winston Churchill on National Defence and Foreign Policy4
from 1932 to 1938,
A number of people, both in this country and in the United
States, have recently urged me to bring the story up-to-date, With
the Prime Minister's permission, I have therefore collected all his
speeches from May, 1938, down to the present day,
This volume sees the fulfilment of all the darkest fears to which
Mr, Churchill gave utterance in the earlier volume. By the time
this set of speeches begins the situation had already become so
desperate that less emphasis is placed upon our laggardly rearma-
ment than in the earlier speeches, With the danger so dose upon
us, and with so little time to expand our defences, Mr, Churchill
clearly thought it more useful, in the hopes of deterring the
aggressor, to dwell upon such elements of strength as we possessed
rather than to exhibit our weakness nakedly to the world. Reading
between the lines, however, the warnings persist with even more
urgency than before, As in the previous volume, these speeches
will be found not only to revive many warnings, whose timeliness
all can judge to-day, but to provide a running commentary upon
the remorseless deterioration ol fHe foreign situation.
The book begins with Mr, ChtrchilPs warning on the folly of
handing over the Treaty ports to the Irisfo Free State—a warning,
which it is interesting to recall, was supported by only a handful of
Members of Parliament, It carries us past the tremendous and
mournful events at Munich to the inevitable and plainly-pointed
sequel in Prague, And so we are brought remorselessly stage by stage
to the challenge of war which Mr, Churchill had so often urged
could, by timely arrangements and adequate preparations, have
been warded off.
Thereafter, as First Lord of the Admiralty and, later, as Prime
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